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START OF TERM NEWS:
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I hope you’ve had a wonderful summer. Its been lovely to welcome everyone back this week ! An especially big welcome to all of the new pupils in Early Years and throughout the school, and their parents.

As well as welcoming you all I want to take the opportunity to give you some reminders about things happening in school this term, and to update you on a few changes.

Results
Being successful at school is about far more than exam results- but I do want to share some of these with you. We have lots of tests in school that we have to do as they are statutory, but the ones in y6 are important in particular because they give both a standard for pupils in reading , writing and maths, but also progress, which we believe  is the most important thing. We are still awaiting final verification but it looks as though, once again,  last years’ year six results were in line with National average in every subject, and a very high % of our children exceeded the national average in maths in particular. We are delighted with this and so proud of the pupils. This means they are ready for their next stage, ready to access all lessons in secondary school, and ready to succeed. It is particularly pleasing when I consider that most of these children have English as an additional language, or joined school at a late date. The pupils should be commended for their hard work and resilience, but so should all of their parents and all the staff who have taught them during their time at Kingsley. We place great store on keeping our pupils safe and happy , but I am also very pleased that our strong focus on academic achievement has also born fruit. Well done everyone!


One all the results are validated, probably around late October, they will be available for you to see on the school website. 

Breakfast club 
Many of you use this service – but we wanted to remind you about how it operates. Children who wish to attend should arrive at the main entrance at 8.15am. Breakfast club costs only 50p a day, which can be paid daily, or as a weekly amount of £2.50.  Pupils will be offered toast, cereal and a drink to set them up for the day.  You do not need to book your child’s place at the moment, we will only need to consider this if numbers increase dramatically. We do, however insist that pupils should arrive between 8.15 and 8.30am or they may not be allowed admittance.
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· Tie years 3-6
· Dark grey trousers or skirt 
· Black shoes
· Black or purple hijab (one piece, not a long scarf)
· Purple sweatshirt or cardigan
· White polo shirt in years R to 2 white shirt in y3-6
· NO JEWELERY please! (Apart from small flat stud ear rings)

[image: C:\Users\kingsley-ht.ADMIN\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\INetCache\Content.MSO\34FEE2B3.tmp]As per my letters in the past, we have expected all pupils to return to school wearing correct school uniform. PLEASE write their name in their tie and in ALL school uniform. Staff do not have the time to sort through the large number of items which are lost or discarded by children every day, and who do not have their name in. We have over 500 pupils at Kingsley- can you imagine trying to allocate unnamed lost sweatshirts to even 10% of these pupils?? It can not be done, so we need to place the responsibility on you putting your child’s name in them. 

The school uniform has always been very simple here at Kingsley and there should be no misunderstanding or ambiguity. Please note that we will be picking up on every single student who is not wearing the correct uniform on day one and asking them to fix this for day two. We will also speak to parents on the door if this remains a concern. The main issue for most schools at the start of a new year is often trainers being worn instead of shoes. 
Trainers are NOT part of school uniform, neither are tracksuit tops.

Please make sure that your child has the correct PE kit to bring to school with them this  year. They will be challenged by staff if they are not in correct uniform.


PE kits
· plain black shorts or jogging bottoms 
· Plain white t shirt ( this can be long or short sleeved)
· Trainers or pumps.
· Students will get changed in school for the lesson and should NOT come into school wearing kit.

We will keep spare PE kits in school for children who fail to bring the correct kit into school, or whose parents do not discuss any reasons for this with us. We will also have spare pumps in school for those who come in wearing trainers rather than shoes.

Older children may go swimming and must bring a swimming kit on the appropriate day. This includes swimming costume, towel and a hat. Hats are compulsory- the pool will not let anyone swim without one. 
Swimming and PE are legally required subjects in primary school. ALL children must take part every week, it is not a lesson that you or your child can opt out of. 
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Whilst we will always be understanding of the complex circumstances some families face, we firmly believe that school is the best environment for children to thrive in and that only a very high level of attendance will ensure that they able to be happy, develop well and make good academic progress. 

You will no doubt be aware of the changes to attendance law made by the Government over the Summer. I have attached a letter explaining all of this to this newsletter, which has come direct from liver[pool’s Director of education.

For this reason and because we are being asked to do so by the DfE, we are firm with regard to attendance levels and expectations. It something I always talk to new parents about and discuss at every new Reception intake meeting. We expect excellent attendance, and if your child comes to our school , we expect that you support us in this. Holidays in term time have caused us particular concern again this year. Please remember that term time holidays are never allowed, and you are very likely to be fined for them, or have contact from the Liverpool Education Welfare Team. Good school attendance is a local and national priority and we all have to take it seriously.  We will always help parents with this whenever we can, so always talk to us if you are struggling. 

This will also be the case with punctuality. Please support us in ensuring that your child is regularly turning up to school on time. Those who miss the start of the school day, even by just a few minutes each day, are losing out on valuable education, key messages and the chance to start the day well.

Punctuality
Hand in hand with attendance comes good timekeeping. Don’t forget the times of the school day have slightly changed this year  as per government guidance. Gates on Kingsley and Eversley Street will be locked promptly at 8.50 am , as this is the time of day children should already be in class starting lessons. If your child arrives after this time they will be marked as late and have to enter via the main office where they will be registered with a late mark. 

Immunisation
[image: COVID-19 and flu vaccinations to protect you and your family | News | Ochre  Medical Centre Parkes]
You will shortly be getting some information about the flu immunisation programme for all school children. I am delighted that this year we have once again managed to make arrangements for both the traditional nasal immunisation alongside the non – porcine inoculation. We will be sending consent forms out later this week and let you know dates when they are confirmed. 
If your child is in Nursery, Reception or Y1 we will ask you to accompany your child for the non- porcine injection. Details of this will follow.
This is not a school programme, it is run by the NHS. We are asked to support them as a partner agency by offering a room and helping with communication. I hope many more of you will take the opportunity to consider the immunisation as we go into the flu season!

Parking 
Most of you will know that it’s a bad idea to park anywhere near the main entrances to the 
school at start and finish times. It creates real problems in terms of gridlock and safety for 
children and other school users. However, many parents did chose to drop children off at the gates in Eversley street in particular, sometimes in the middle of the road. We were informed that this has been designated a council ‘hot spot’ and we hope that officers will shortly be present and patrolling the area to ensure safety. I ask this regularly, but here is my annual plea: please don’t park too near to the school. 

[image: https://www.holdenlane-pri.stoke.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/RuXWmDEFbKumqOb-800x450-noPad-498x249.jpg]We entirely understand that many of your will want to be with your child as they make their way into school but we would be really grateful if you could park a reasonable distance from the school and walk the rest of the journey to the gates before bidding them farewell! Dropping them off mid road, and just watching them from your car is particularly concerning and not fair on the staff at the gate who then feel responsible for road safety. I would really appreciate your help in this matter as I get a lot of complaints from local residents and concerned parents about this- I have a lot of things to do as a Head Teacher, but being traffic controller shouldn’t be one of them!
 

Dates
You can keep an eye on dates for the year by checking the school website, however, here are some dates of school closure for your diary:

October Half Term closed to pupils- Monday 28th October to Friday 1rd November
School Closes for Christmas holidays at 12.30pm – Friday 20th December Z
Inset Day for staff Training closed to pupils- Monday 6th January 2024
February Half Term closed to pupils- Monday 17th February to Friday 21th February.
School closes for Easter Holiday at 12/.30pm on Friday 4th April- Monday 22nd April ( 1 extra day!)
May Bank Holiday school closed Monday 5th May
May Half Term closed to pupils- Monday May 26th to Friday May 30th
School closes for Summer holidays- Friday 18th July
Inset day for staff training school closed to pupils – Monday 21st  / Tuesday 22nd  July.

There will be one additional inset day allocated, at some point in the Summer term.

Finally, good luck to you all for the year ahead. The atmosphere in school this term is once again calm and positive. The school is industrious and purposeful and everyone is determined to continue with our ethos of kindness and high aspirations for all. Thank you for your continued support in this. I say it every year, but children flourish in school when there is a true partnership with parents, keeping children safe, supporting where we can, celebrating successes and being on the same page when improvements are needed. I look forward to this continuing this academic year.


Kind regards,


Mrs A Whittaker, Head Teacher.
إذا كنت ترغب في عرض نسخة مترجمة من هذه الرسالة ، فيرجى عرضها على موقع المدرسة واستخدام أداة الترجمة أو مترجم جوجل. بدلاً من ذلك ، حدد موعدًا للتحدث إلى الموظفين الناطقين باللغة العربية في مكتب المدرسة. (أيضا بالعربية)
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